MEMORANDUM

&7 ) e
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS i Vﬁfj’:";ﬁfim‘? Sept. I924
R GURNAY it : T R ;
ADR. TELEGR. : GURNAY, VERVIERS TELEPHONE 1192 s o log@ Mo B O -R-D

COMPTE CHEQUES POSTAUX 9885 ..Great '.Fa.lls

My dear Friend,

_____ ..l.beg to confirm my previous letter and
to enclose her-with.the reply I have received from Dr. Bricoux with
reaards to youngsters for your friend.

“Kindly let me hear aboutdthis as soon as possible .

- Ofk- to you ................
with kindeat regarda and al good wishes, be‘iev- ‘me
Ever fours most sincerely,

Pour R. Gurnay

t ,*4?0,, _.,ﬂ =
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Gurnay , i Verviers

I could supply your friend
with two pairs of youngsters from ay best birds at
the price of 200 dollars per pair.

Kindly give me your answer as soon as possible.
' Best greetings
(s)Dr. Bricoux



T T e N

TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS
RN IR Ll T .

VERVIERS N 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

My dear Wr. ¥ord,

Bver so many thauks for your kind letter
dated 30th. ult. and for the copy of ¥Mr, Weuvelmans' letter.

I an glad to seée that he, at long last, has pecoggized his wrongs,
but his opinion that, by wpFiting to the people to whom he mentionned®uy®
case, he has righted everything, Y canmnot chare,

Beside those to whom he spoke or wrote are those who got to heay
about 1t indirectly, through Weuvelmans' correspondents or friends. As
a matter .of fact, the rumours must per force have been spredd much more
than he may think; you must ¥mow by experience of human nature that such
i1l-meant rumours, when somebody's reputation or honour is at stake,
always are spread as by the four winds. _

T consequently deem it necessary that the whole case sgould be made
known to the fancy through the Fancy Press; even those who never heard a
word will know the story, that is certain, but they will at the same time
hera bota the attack and the defense. Purther, a map may hear about it
some time hence, may be in a year ot two perhaps, and t¥Me impression
weuld remain b_a.&‘tor me and my sgrain. - . -

Now, if ths wiaole matter is made public, anybody will ¥mow about it
and will know that my name is stainYess, and alsec that T can defend mysel:
whan attacked without reasons for so doing.

T shall therefore rely upon ‘you to put to whole matter, through the
$ress, before the Anerican fanoy, and T thank you very much before hant
for same. The sooner the better, I think.

As to Wr, Weuvelnans being disturbed by what he calls my scandalsue
letters, ¥ think this to be rather cheeky of him. Well, here is a man who
attacks me and stabs me in fhe back, without the slightest reason for so
doing, and without even troubling to now waether honotability is not
as good as that of the fellows he spoke to waen In Belgium. T do not
suppose that he took for granted that those two men were the only two
honest men in this country..... @ °

He should also have mown that my reputation was not in Gidbson!s”
hands and his mere duty, before speakink to one was Lo interrogate
either my . own self or the Belgian federation. Es"ioad of that he has put
the question to many people, ind¥uding Osman in Tondom, but never did he
send a word for infoymation to anybody that could with certainty put the
matter right. And then, when Y have shown my anger, he is surprised....

What would he have been, had he stood that test? Pistance was not
even an sxcuse for him, for whailke he was in Belgium, it was bPut a matter
of yery few ho . and of but a couple of dollars, for him to go to the
P raiion In ﬁsse!’s anfl heay authoritatively what could bYe said for or
against me, We neglected sl measuree of prudence, and made haste to do
me as muck harm as he could without seeming to be st my heels. ¥ 2o not
care much about his letters, but in spite of what T wrote him, 4o you not
think that his mere duty was to.apologize to me in writing, “Just as much
as writing to you direct ¥

Gdbson ¢ T have written him many times and he does not even troudle
to answer my letters, still less to send me anything agaimmt his account.



R. GURNAY (Suite)
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Phat do you think of writing to the Press and bringing to the knowledge
0f the Pancy that, owing to the way he is treating me, Y have ceased ny
connection with him * _

Mot only Ases he owe me the cost of the 36 baskets whicih he had me
orAsy ®or him, but alse Prs. 3850 for the Pujardin birds, along with a
smal?! balance for the Pardennas birds and all the expenses for shipping
toth birds and baskets, also for shipping the Body birds which, fortuna-
-tely, were paid beforehand. T wall, avout frs. §500.-

 should ¢all that a nasty gtrick......

What do you think too of writing to the Secretary of the higher
Pigeon authorities in the States, asking them to put him on the black
1ist, for the security of Wnciers who would buy pigeons through him *

Plense altise me of what can be done,

T have written him agalin to-day that T would take steps agfinst him were

T not paid before October ¥5tn.

_ g* As you are aware, éAch year ¥ sell to my friend Shaw my
surplus oirds, , o \

s T shall have to segd you a pair promised in acknowledgement of
the picture of Bon Wleu which you presented me with, also a pair or two
in exchhnge of the youngsters which you will have dbred for me, would you
not have part of that surplus, So &s to make but one shipment of the
wiaole lot. Py

T could manage to let you
for you) of 50 dollars per pair

0f course, those hirds \

ve some TO pairs at the mte ( special

_ ‘be expected to be birds such as those
whicik Y have sent you up to nowy but they are good birds, pure strain,
and the purchAsers of same would surely make a gonod Yargain.

That price is loco, and is, of course, my nett price for you. M
would be up to you to see how much you would sell them to your customers,
according t» what the birds would be like,

011 T can say is that they belong to the strain aund have all been bred
here out of nmy selectsd birds, but of course, in a whole year's breed, ne
ong would expect all birds to be A.X

T aw sending you to-dajl & paper with an article about Wr. Bevroye
and his birds. ™ may interest you and those who purchased his Hirds whicl
T 2aipped to you. g

Re the moult of the birds, this is what ¥ give them a1l the time,
besids plenty of green ( lettuce, spinach and sress)

samall crunhe of gritled( roasted dry) bread: 20 o%s.
meat, Aried and ground } ™™ @
Wemp,eround 86 as to make a pow*er of it ™ e
Ecaes, ground ® ® . . . . - ™w e
¥TYour of brims ., purified . !g :

a
r n powder "

all Thoze well mixed with health grit.
™is should be served a cupful on a tray or plate every day in every
10ft. . Mnd not fo.get the green. "

With a¥l good wishes and kindest regards, believe me, dear Bir,
Yours most falthfully,
| Mgt acny.
AMr. Williag Whiting [ of Whiting Paper Coy. Ho..ye ca. Was:z. has
come to see our lofts this summer. Perhaps you mpi ht 1lke to hear what
he, as a countryman of yours, may have t» say about the birds he saw,

although all the best ones had been sent to the race the day b’fffzph'



TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS VERVIERS, Ll—n-h&mtober Igzu
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chégues Postaux 9885 I 3 4

Mr. Lee N. FORD
at Falls

]

Deé.r Friend,
T beg to confirn my previous letter and

trust that it found you in the best of health; also that, their task well
accomplished, your birds are moulting nicely.

ﬁ.ne,. I am glad to say, are going through their moult mé.gnificently
and last week I had the visit of.twe English friends who were really in
ecstasy before them. “ Ty : :

‘Re the offer made in ny praﬁous letter for my surplus birds, T shall

be able %o sell as between 40 and 50 pairs y Or rather between 30 to 100
birds, more cocks among them than hens. | ;

" Among them will Dbe 'M_gnific-ent breeders and very good racers; in short
it wall be a marvellous lot, &nd at the price quoted for you, 1t will be
a gift. : '

If I were to sell them in Belgium, I could make a lot of money out
of it, but shen T should have the bother of settling them fn—: avery
purchaser, and further ¥ would si.u-oly come across them or their offspring
later an in the races. That is a thing which I do not care much about,
and that is the resson why T prefer selling them all abroad, knewing

- moreover than whoever buys them will be well serﬁd and delighted with
the bagrgain.
Would it interest you, I wonder?
Kindly let me heapy at once vwhat you think of it, as I want to settle

Yours very truly,
F(?_: -;"a‘ (lyrramm oy - I-/(M}f"_"""“'nj'

that at onoe,

e e TETR N e S L ¢
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TELEGRAMMES ;: GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY
FSERHITHETE IROR TALLENAE * VERVIERS, LE_ZQQCtQ'DJ:eI.?z!l-, Lo
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux Q885

Dear Mr. Yord,

I beg to confirm my previoﬁs lettef, and Y
have received the enelbsed letter from Doctor Bricoux, to whom I have
replied thas I was expecting a letter from you very shortly, and expected
to have also your answer to his ofréf i:;r the same occasion.

I also would like to mow if T may retain for you the 40 pairé waich
T have offered yc;u, aad I mﬁy again say that 1t is a real bargain, for
the lot aé. a whole is most admnfageaus a@gd really bveautdful.

There would be im that lot soﬁl? birds which you would have to keep for
youx;aelf and waleh would certainly breed fine specimens for you.

For your guidance, the proﬁf. pf ownership will henceforward be made
by the fagt that the exg®rter ﬁll have to secure. from the ]'édé'fation
Colombophile Belgé a ce\rtii’icat-e.'o"i' owaership for all birds to be exported

tiie exporter hﬁving to satiify the Pdération that he is actually the
breeder before that certificate ‘t;eéng granted. The ring numbers will be
checked ond thus there Wili be ao chance of ceriticizing and no possibiliy
of sprecdl g “oout false rumours as was dome lately. I do nof know as yet
whether that certiflcate will be sent to con'sighee along with shkipping
doguments o will be retained by the port authorities on this .side, but 4t
all events it must be produce before embarkatiom be permitted here.

With kindest regards and all good wishss, :

Yours sincerely,




DfF A. BRICOUX Jolimont. fc//X/fQZ/é

OOOOOOOO
HAINE-SAINT-PIERRE




Tragslation

Dear ur. Gurnay,

Having received no reply,
I suppose you have not heard from your friend in
Agepica either, &7 -
-5 3 i s - ; x
Tn that case do you not think that I way
sonsider myself as not being engaged in any deal
with that Geantleman ?

Phis in order to know whother T may dispose

of my birds. At all events I shall accept your
éuggostion with regards to this.
Yours,

(s )s Dr, Bricoux
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R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS
VERVI ERS, LE _3rd.xevember!9!u, .......
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

o —

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Yy dear WM. ¥ord,

T duly received your estecmed favour, and
T have at once writtern to Pr. Wilcoux about the birds which your friend
. Van de Butte desires,
» Yron my point of view, Br. Wricoux 1@ sure to deYiver good biwls,
the more sb probably as he wg.l' Mndw thet they will paes through my
hands before Yeing shipped. om WHat T have already heard absut him, ¥
should say he wil? satis?®y your Priend.
, 4o you-'not think the® the best of al¥l would be for Wr., Van de
Putte td write Aireet to h¥m? . -
M addrees 1s PBr. Bricoux
X « “Felimont
. - - near Waire-8t. Plerre.
W might have saved a Yot 4f time had we been acting that way te start
with, anfd Yeside my respomsib 44ty weuld have been:relieved.
‘Re the ®urplus birds vhich ¥ have offered you at the flat rate of
' 80 dolldrs per pair locs, ¥ may say that there are in that 1ot at Tea=t
15 paérs that are Much better than any Br. BWricoux wil? ship to your
frieand. - iy - e . - . .
When comparing his performances with mine, one should not. lose si-
-ght of “the %29 kilos which his bimds have to fly less than mine have.
0f sourse we all realize-that the last Xilometers to fly are the
hafldlest to the dirfds, and that difference of distance gives him am enormou
advantage in Mtional races. =~ =
- a‘&ien this= resches you, kindly cable definitely what you will take,
if ampy, ®0 as to be in a position to organize the sale of my surplus birds
As T promised you, Y have given you the flrst choice, and I want
to stick to my word, but ¥ shoulll Pe fixed up at once,.so as not tn be too
tTate when offering my birds to obher fanciers, :
Awaiting your prempt angwer, anf with '¥indest regards an® al? gsof
whzhes, T Yeg to remain, dear Mt Word, "
; A e Yours very sincereVy,

w4 .- . Pour R. Gurpay

" | L /. T i
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TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS VERVIERS, LE. Mth. November IG24

VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

-
il

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Ny dear Mr, Tord,

b - I beg to acknowledge the receipt of yours
dated Jrd. and 6th. inst. for whieh I thank you very sincerely,

Re Dr. Bricoux' birds, as I have already told you, I prefer that Mr.
Vande Putte wrdite himself to him, and settles matters with him.. T said
last year that I would not any gore bother over my friends! birds . Those
friends come and bother me over selling their surplus tirds ig America ,
as it was the case with those which I sent you last fall., I have done it
so as to help yhem, and then one has all the difficulties and annoyment.

Thus, in fdture, I shall not do anything ian that line.

Your eoffer to take my birds on consignment, and pay for them when sold
quite suited me, as we have been-in touch for a long emough time, and we
oughat to,kmow each other.quite well¢ by unow. Mopeover, it was a real
bargain which I hdd offered you, as the price of those birds worked out at
scmething like frs. 300 per head; plus costs., .

In your letter, you say that you find that birds are sold to English
fanclers at a better price than they are offpred to you, Americans, but
vou have seen in the lish R.P, that Mr. Dardenne has sold his at neass
frs. 500 per head, while I offered you mine at some frs. 300, and comps
to Mr. Dardenne's, mine are as white 1s to black. .

T have these last twenty years veen the champion at our, the stronges
club, and this year I have repeated the feat again, as you will see in
the paper which I send you by same mall. Same 11 show you that Dardenne,

who is a member of our club, is nowhere. X

You might ask youreelf, and would be right, why I 41d not =ell my bird:s
to those ®nglishmen when they came to see uy.loft. As you probably know,
have =mf. agreement with ¥r. Spaw, not to sell any birds direct in Fngland.

When that party came over, they simply shouted at the sight of my
birds, but they toned down when I refused to sell them any birds. That is
probably the reason why their account of my loft is so * damp® in the R!P.
waich you haveyread. Since then you will have read my answer, and the Bd.
comments on same. Again, I have written last Saturday in order to edify
them, I am anxious to see whether they wil? pudlish that second letter of
mine in their issue of the 2%h. inst.

™ order to help you and your friehds, I have semn Mr., Pardenne last
week, and younill find his answer herewith, which kindly return, as it is
worth keeping. Pardemne s a good pal, and & good fancler, dut rather
conceited, and I wonder how he has been able to say that I was a master.

Xindly tell your friemnds to write direct to Mr. Dardenne, and if
they want me to goc and make a choice for them, well and good, but they
must first of all come to an agreement with the owner, as I won't have tht
slightest responsibility in the deal .

With regards to my own surplus bitds again, I am glad that you have
had an opportunity to see what a bargain I offwed you. It was effered to
you a lot cheaper than Dardemne did sell his birds tocthe English {ancier:
and I d0 not hesitate to say that they were not, In any way to be compare:
to his birds .and ¢o no other Belgians at that.

®dch year they are sold to my friend Shaw, but as you had, last year
to0ld me that you would like to have them, and to keep for yourself some



—
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whicie I would have pointed out to yow, I had told Shaw that, this year,
mwy Surplus would go to Amerilca, and that ke would have to do without .
That 1s the reason why 1 of fered the lot to you.
8ince T have had your letier, saying that you 2id not care to hova
them, I have written to nim, and you will see by his enclosed letter that
he expects them tials year as well as formerly. I really have not the
sligatest difficulty to dispose of them in Wgland, and they are but too
keen o come over and Yuy some if I would let them do so.
I ca goin§ to sort them out next week, and should you change your &
mind, Jjust cable me, as I could always arrange matters with Shaw.
th that lot are several birds off the father of Mr. Wood's bird,
which is mentiomnned In the R.P. as wel) as brothers of the Mealy, which
nas{ the Mealy) in the five last races of the season, won first prize
eagh time. _
He is four years pld, and absolutely beautiful.
How much would Yyou offer for him and his mate®???
Two yéars ago, T think, I offered you nis father, who is now IT
yeers old, and ost beautiful still, and stilY a perfect breeder.

® i kinfest reggrds,

Yours most sincerely,
pour R. Gurnay

- ——

P. 8., With regards the yougsters woich you mean to send, I am sure
they will be beautiful, and am very anxious to see them later. However,
? must thank you sgadn for saune. :

1



A. H. Plasschaert Bros.

BELGIAN PIGEON TIMERS
MODEL 1921—12 BIRD TIMER—PRINTING SYSTEM
MODEL 1925—14 BIRD TIMER—STAMPING SYSTEM

SOLE AGENT U. 8. A,

A. HEUVELMANS

221 WEBSTER AVENUE
BROOKLYN, N. Y.

SIZE 7!4x6l4x5 WINDSOR 3737
60 12 |
wohs  PLASSCHAERT ')/ IMPORTER OF
o iw 9- J -2 RUBBER COUNTERMARKS, SHIPPING BASKETS and RACE MATERIAL
2 T e ~ _ Becember 27th 1924.
T A R Sl lre. Lee li. Ford,
30 505 e The Great Falls National Bank,
s I8 Great Falls, liontans.
45 ~
| % : Dear Sir:-
| 1 40.", o‘”

! 7 d/2 ﬁ”“ﬁ‘”” Have yours of December 10th, which arri-
| . | ved here while I was on a business trip, of which
S N'35160 | T just returned. I note from your letter that

’ 5 4 | lir. Gurnay wishes a lot of publieity, about the
TIME READS, 12:25:31 - matter in question, and while I am always willing
oot ol i to correct any mistake which I may have made, I

do not feel as to be indebted to llr. Gurnay to

the extend as putting this matter in the paper,
which would mean for Mr. Gurnay nothing short than a well planed advertd-
sement for the sale of his bird8.

The things said about Ir. Gurnay have
never been said by me as a positive facet, I have always spoken aboutn
it in the form of an incuiry I made as well to lr. Gibson as to_the
English Racing Pigeon, where I have asked for information about the matter,
having nothing else in view than the protection of the American fanciers,
who are inclined to give teir good dollars to the man that makes the most
noise about the quality of his birds. I have spoken about this matter
to gour people only, and as soon I have found out that these things said
about lir. Gurnay were untrue, I have immediately notified these gentlemen,
that there was a mistake there. If this matter had been given any publicity
it i3 nobody bdut Gibsonﬁthaf isto blame for it. I feel that I have done my
duty and intend to stop there. I wrote lir Gurnay on November the 24th last
a letter in which I expressed my sorrow for what had happened and I am
up to the present without = reply. Had his letters in the past been of such
a nature as to come to a friendly understanding I would not hesitate a
minute now in satisfying him . but as things stand now I think I have done



all he is entitled too.

For your information I want to say that I had
my friends on the other side looking this matter up thourouzhly and 1
am now informed that there must have been a mistake in the name as
gsomething has really happened with a very well known fancier whose
name is pronounced gsomething very close to lMr. Gurnay's and that it is
quite p#ssible, that the wrong pronounciation of the name may have
ecaused all this trouble. The man in question who has made himself Builty
of dishonesty in the sale of his birds was also a man that had exported
a lot of birds to America and well known strain, and to add more to the
congusion he is also from Verviers. I do not care to mention -the name
a3 I have no intention in mixing me in another plgeon contrevorsy.

Nevertheless I will agree to have you insert the
following int the Pigeon Journal:
"Corpection”
" Rumours seem t0 have been snread, attacking Ir. Gurnay's birds are"
"eontradicted, as I have proofs on hand, showing that lr. Gurnay has never"
"been in any trouble at all, and that his birds are of the highest type."
"This to avoid all misunderstandings which may result from these rumours.”
A. Heuvelmns.

You will remember that in one of my previous letters
I suggested the nescessity of having eertified pedigrees of the Federation
to oome with the imported birds. I made at that time the same suggestion to
lr Gibson who simply ridiculed the idea, and I am now glad to say that
I have just imported seven pigeons from Belgium and that I have got a
special federation certificate showing who bread the birds with them which
proves that my idea was very well workable as I at least feel confident
that the man who sold me the birds had purchased the bands in his name. It
seems t0 be nothing new as this was made out on a special form of the fede-
ration in the two languages and I beleive that we should all insist on same.

Hoping that the above will put an end to this
contreversy I remain '
Yours very truly,

2 S

(/ P



Brooklyn, Ne Ye _
December 27th, 19 34s

Mre lee U. Ford, ; '
The Great Falls Natiomal Bank,
Great Falls, Hontanas

Dear Siri=-

Have yours of December 1l0th, which arrived here while I was on a
business trip, of which I just returned. I note from ycur letter that
ir. Gurnay wishes a lot of publicity, about the matter in question, and
while 1 am always willing to correct any mistake which 1 may have made, 1
do not feel as to be indebted to Mr. Gurnay to the extent of putting this
matter in the paper, which would mean for lire Gurnay nothing short than a
well planned wdvertisement for the sale of his birds.

The tuings said about Mre Gurnay have never been said by me as a
positive factes I have always spoken about it in the form of an inquiry
1 made as well to iir. Gibson as to the English Raecing Pigeon, where 1 have
asked for information about the matter, huving notaing else in view than the
protection of the American ranciers who are inclined to give their good
dollars to the man that makes the most noise about the guality of his birds.
1 have spoken wbout this matter to four people only, and as soon as 1 huve
found out that these t.ings said about lre. Gurnay were untrue, 1 have
imme iiately notifiec these gentlemen that there w s a mistake there. I1f this
matter has been given any publieity it is nobody but Gibson who is to Llame
sor is%s I feel that I have done my duty and intend to stop there. 1 wrote
liry Gurnay on November 24th last a letter in which 1 expressed my scorrow for
what had happened and 1 am up t¢ the present without a replye. Had his letters
in the pust been of such & nuture as to come to & friendly understanding 1
would not hesitate a minute ngw in satisfying him, but as things stand now 1
think 1 have done zll hs is entitled to.

For your information I want to say that 1 had my friends c¢n the
other side looking this matter up thoroughly and I am now informed that there
must have been a mistale in the name as something has really happeney with a
very well known famcier whose name is pronounced sumething very close to Mr.
GHPW'B and that it is quite possible that the wrong pronunciation of the name
may huve causel «ll tals trouble. The man in question who has made himself
guilty of dishomest; in the sale of his birds was also & man that had exported
& lot of birds to America und well known strain, and to ald more to the
confusicn he is also froum Vervierse 1 do not care to menticn the name as 1 have
no intention in mixing me in another pigeon controversy.

Nevertheless, 1 will agree tc¢ hdve you insert the fillowing in the
Pigeon Journals

"CURRBCTIL N

"Rumors seem t0 huve been sprewd attacking ir. Gurnay's birds are



coniradicted as 1 have proofs on hand showing that Mre Gurnay haos never
been in wny trouble ut «1l and that his birds are of the highest type.
This is to aveid cll misunderstandings which may result from these rumors.

Ae Heuvelmans®

You will remember that in one of my previous letters 1 sugrested
the necessity of h.ving certified pedisrees cf the Federation tc come with
the importe. birds. 1 made at thut time the same suggestion to Mr, Gibson
who simply ridiculed the idea, und I am now glal to say that 1 h.ve Just
Aimported seven pigecns from Belgium and that I huve got = special feueration
certificate showing who bred the birds with them, which proves thut my idea
was very well workable as I at leust feel confident that the man who sold
me the birds has purchased the bands in his name. It seems to be nothing
new =8 this was made out on a speeial form of the federation in the two
languages and 1 believe trat-we should aIl iunsist on same.

Hoping that the above will put un end to this controversy, 1
remain -

Yours very truly,

Ae Heuvelmans



1924 Mating List
The Treasure State Loft

Received one pair of Gurnay's from the first importation and has
imported birds annually since 1919, sparing no expense to procure the
best birds obtainable. All my later importations have either been
prize winners in hot competition or the song and daughters of chem-
pions and I have the best collection of Gurnays in America, as evi-
denced by the fact that Monsieur Gurnay has placed an order for four
youngsters reared this season, positive proof of his faith in the foun-
dation obtained from him, He has spent almost forty yeare perfecting
his strain, and by in-breedng has succeeded in establishing a prepo-
tent blood capable of transmitting their many good qualities.

Very few birds will be reared and I prefer to retain all young-
sters until after the moult, but will accept a few orders to be filled
at my option, anytime during the season. Nothing but strong, healthy
birds will be sent out, and if you are not satisfied after a week's
inspection, money will be refunded upon return in good condition.

PAIR A

A-1 Belge 991-16 Checkered Cock "La Tache", son of "Master-
piece", own dbrother to Real Masterpiece, Le Bon Petit Beaille and
Angouleme, The "Masterpiece® is from a son of Le Gros and & daugh=-
ter of the "0ld Blue®™ hen. Le Gros in one racing season won lst Mon-
tagnis, 1lst Limoges, 1lst Perigneux, and lst Chateauroux. Dam of "La
Tache" is a daughter of Le Bidet, blue cock, consistent racer for
nine pre-war seasons. She is also dam of Fred, winner of first
Limoges 1921 and $9,000 in pools, probably largest winning of any
bird in one race.

"La Tache® is the sire and grandsire of many winners, including
hen in Pred Shaws Perfection Pair, for which he asks $125 per squeak-
er. He is the grandeire of Quality, 3rd Bournemouth, lst Granville and
lst Stockport Federation, also Neaty lst Rennes in Manchester Federa-
tion, over all sections 1923, 1

A-2 Belge 103427-23 Blue hen sent especially as a mate for "Ia
Tache" by Monsieur Gurnay who writes "she is to my mind the best pos-
gible mate for La Tache®, This is a beautiful hen sire by "Derby"
dark son of the famous "Excellency", extra breeder and never defeated
in the pen, Her dam is a blue hen from a blue son of Bossu, great

pre-war winner.
PAIR B

B-1 Belge 40779-19 Bronze Cock, called Le Petit Vierzon (also
called young Bossu), winner of lst St, Denis and lst Grand National
Race Vierzon as a yearling total winnings $6,500. M. Gurnay had two
birds engaged in the rece from Vierzon, winning lst and 2nd, Vier-
zon is a son of the champion racer "Fred".i

Vierzon produced 1168500-20, winner of eight prizes in 1921 and
nine in 1922 among them 18t Dourdan, 1lst Orleans, and 2nd Limoges Grand
National Subscription Race, winning famous cup offered by Gazette de

Liege. Dam also in my loft.
|



B-2 Belge 1030406-23 Blue hen sent especially to mate Petit
Vierzon, ©She is a daughter of Monsieur Gurnay's famous checkered
winner "Le Bon Bcaille® and her dam is a checkered dauvghter of
"Petit Vierzon" a beautiful hen almost identical to the mate for
La Tache.

PAIR C

C-1 Belge 24940-18 Checkered Cock "Telephone", winner of 38th
prize Grand National Race from Angouleme in 1920, son of Le Bon
Petit Beaille, M. Gurnay's champion in 1913 and winning lst Vierzon
and 1lst Fontainbleau in 1914, In two seasons Petit Hcaille won
$8,000 in sixteen races.

9643-19 Bronze Hen, granddaughter of Bon Blue.,
PAIR D

D-1 Belge 115438-20 Bronze Cock "Noyon", winning as a yearling
1st prize "Noyon®, 7th Dourdan, and other prizes. "Noyon" is a son
of "La Tache" and hen of Pair E.

D-2 Au 22 D-1444 Blue hen, excellent daughter of pair C.
PAIR E

E-1 Belge 2516037-22 Dark cock son of Bronze Favorite, lst
prize Grand National Race from Angouleme 1920 by thirty minutes.
Bronze Favorite is from Bon Blue and Record. Dam of E-1 is a daugh-
ter of Cigarette 12th same racs.

E-2 Belge 54805-19 Bronze White Flight Hen, daughter of Bronze
Excellence, extra breeder, and a son of Le Gros. This hen is an
extra stock hen and mother of "Noyon" cock "D" Pair.

PAIR F

b
. FP-1 Belge 1030421-23 Blue cock from a dark checkered son of
Bronze Favorite (mentioned Pair E), dam extra bhreeder "La Belle
Blue" daughter of "Record" and "Bon Blue'".

F-2 Belge 26191-18 Bronze Hen, daughter of Bon Blue, champion
racer and breeder, Bon Blue is a son of the old "Blue Hen", mother
of M, Gurnay's loft, Dam of 26191-18 is a bronze hen called "Rec-
ord®, granddaughter of "Bossu®"., 26191-18 is own sister to Bronze
Favorite, winner by 30 minutes of the Grand National Race from
Angouleme in 1920, "Cigarette", 12th in same race, also Young Ex-
cellence and Plume Casse, both excellent racers.

This mating is especiaelly advised by Monsieur Gurnay and is in-
breeding with a vengeance.

Orders will be accepted for young of the above five pairs with
the understanding that they will be filled at owners option. Price
per squeaker $40.00.



G. Belge 1158522-20 Blue hen granddaughter of "Le Bon Petite
Heaille" and "Record"®.

N
H, Belge 9533-19 Bronze daughter of "Le Bon Petite Hcaille" and
half-sister to the famous "Record".

I. Belge 40711-19 Dark granddaughter of "La Tache™ and the "Old
Blue" hen, mother of Gurnay's loft.

J. Belge 40730-19 Dark checkered cock, own brother to Petit
Vierzon. ‘

K. Belge 1158462-20 Dark cock great grandson of "Le Gros" and
"Le Bon Petite Ecaille".

L. Au 22 D 1467 Bronze son of Noyon and F-2.
M. Au 21 C 9502 Bronze son of I and K extra fine bird.
N. Au 21 C 9560 Blue daughter of H and J.

All lettered birds may be used as reference in tracing pedigrees
of birds in following pairs.

PAIR I

Au 22 D 1401 Bronze cock, the finest bird I have ever raised,
extra breeder son of D-1 and ﬁna.
Au 22 D 1483 Blue hen, extra fine and a fit mate for this male,
daughter of A-1 and E-2. :

PAIR II

Au 21 C 9508 Bronze cock extra bird son of J and H winner of 300
mile race 1923 driving rain entire distance.

Au 22 D 1464 Checkered hen, excellent bird daughter of D-1 and
F-2. y

PAIR III

Au 21 C 9501 Bronze cock, very heavily feathered bird son of I
and K,
Au 23 A 4428 Dark Bronze pied daughter of J and F-2.

PAIR IV

Au 22 D 1418 Blue cock son of Pair XIT. This bird won 1st prize
in 1923 from Salt Lake, 467 miles entire course over the Rocky Moun-
tains, as hard as eny course in America. Very gay and heppy on ar-
rival.

Au 23 A 4435 Checkered daughter of Pair XIV resembling her grand-
gsire Telephone. d

PAIR V

Au 23 A 4403 Dark pied son of A-1 and F-2, own brother to hen in
Fred Shaw's Perfection Pair.

Au 23 F 65636 Bronze daughter of L and hen of Pair II.



PAIR VI

Au 22 D 1425 Dark son (eleven flights) of D-1 and F-2 own brother

to cock Pair I,
Au 22 D 1417 Blue daughter Pair XII nest mate to 1lst prize Salt

Lake.
PAIR VII

Au 23 A 4405 Blue cock son of J and E-2.
Au 22 D 1443 Bronze daughter of C-1 and C-2.

PAIR VIII

Au 23 A 4454 Dark checkered son of cock Pair VI and hen D-2.
Au 22 D 1408 Dark checkered hen daughter of I and J.

PAIR IX

Au 22 D 1421 Dark checkered son of M and N. A most dependable
yearling and I expect him to be best racer in loft this season. Very
happy bird, closely resembles "Lea Petite Vierzon",

Belge 40732-19% Blue granddaughter of "Record" and mother of 2nd
prize from Limoges when mated to "Petit Vierzon".

PAIR X

Au 21 C 9564 Bronze cock, excellent racer, son of J and H and
brother to cocks Pairs II and XII.
Au 22 D 1434 Blue daughter of Pair XII and sister to 1lst prize

Salt Lake.
PAIR XI

Au 23 F 6549 Checkered cock from a son of A-1 and E-2, dam hen

Pair VI.
Belge 40711-19 Dark hen, refererice I,

PAIR XII
Au 21 C 2548 Blue son of Jiand H,
Au 21 C 9558 Dark checkered daughter of I and K. No better hen
in loft, This pair breed good ones. Parents of lst prize, Salt Lake,
PAIR XITI

Au 23 F 6546 Blue ticked with black son of B-1 and G. Hxtra bird,
Au 23 A 4424 Checkered daughter cock Pair VI and hen D-2.

PAIR XIV

Au 22 D 1461 Checkered son of C-1 and C-2. Extra bird.
Au 22 D 1435 Blue daughter of Pair XII.

PAIR XV

Au 22 D 1468 Dark checkered son of Pair XII,
Au 22 D 1479 Blue daughter of C-1l and C-2. Extra pair.



PAIR XVI

Au 23 A 4475 checkered son of A-l and F-2.
Au 23 A 4451 Blue checkered hen from dark son of A-1l and E-2, dam

hen pair X.
PAIR XVII

Au 23 P 6553 Bronze white flight son of E-1l and hen Pair X,
Au 22 D 1446 Dark Bronze white flight, eleven flighted daughter
of D-1 and F-2,

PAIR XVIII

Au 23 F 6562 Blue son of Pair XV,
Au 22 D 1480 Bronze eleven flighted daughter of D-1 and F-R.

PAIR XIX

Belge 40730-19 Dark checkered cock, own brother to "Petite

Vierzon¥,
Au 22 D 1402, checkered daughter of D-1 and F-2 extra hen, nest

mate to cock Pair I.
PAIR XX

Au 22 D 1480 Blue checkered pied son of A-1 and E-2.
Belge 302738-22 Blue daughter of Cigarette 1lZth Grand National

Angouleme 1920.

In addition there are & few birds intended for long distance
racing and a few extra choice late breds that will not be mated until
the middle of April. No attempt has been made to describe birds but
all are excellent well feathered, well formed specimens, with rich
red eyes alert and sparkling.

Squeakers from pairs I to XX inclusive will be $25 each.

LEE M. FORD Great Falls, Montana.
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. Loo ). TORD _ ' Great Wlls

Bear Ur. Yord,

? an Auly in receipt of your esteemed
Povour dated MWth. inst. and as soon as T recedved it, T got in touch
tith . D'Arddnne, and he is at my d%epesal for the choice which ¥ am
to make on your behalf among the birds which he 1s weady to sel) at the
wentionned price of 2800 Aollare par palr.

? Yave ve?l resedved yvour remittonce Por 200 Aollaws alrealy, and ¥
am now awalting your instructioms for the shinrment of those Hirds,

Mut, as you quite right¥y say, although ¥ am going to select the
very best birf@s ameng those which Wr. B'Ardenne is going to pYace at my
disposal for that cholce,; ¥ cennct in any event accept any responsibility
for those birds, anf would accept no reprrach whatever on that seore.
am golng to 8o exacty as you direct me, with all my conselence, dut that
18" a¥Yl- Y can 8o, .+ .

¥ must sav that, in Werse Wilrderrne's 3o, there 1s no real ruming

blood,.as we say, that fsdgs;:blaod Yike in my Yoft. Wach yvear, he duys
some 38 to B8 virfs From IT¥Terent sources, which he has again fone this
month, purchasing 2 hens at an auction sale, then again ® v'rés frem
another good 118+%e Yort ({ these Yatter to my mind Yeing by far the best
he ever bought so far). . ;

Wis black pied cock whieh you mentien -is a ®urnay bird. A workman
who, sometimes atemnded to my birds received a youngster from me as a
present, which gave that pied black cock, and that man s0ld this last
year to $'Ardenne. 1 :

Wose Bgliskhman who came over here were poor Panclers, and most
really could not properly hanfle a bird; as for gsman, he is mest &lshore
and I already lmew him before the war and Xmew vhat he wos after., When
there is something on, he wants his profit, otherwise the thing 1s sure
to be m down, but ¥ shall have -nothing to 4o witn Jjournmalists. They all
are 25 bad a8 their fellows, out for big commissions on the birds they
mansge.to sell mostly tn fools who believe in what they wiite in thelr
papers. :

‘Take ®imot, for instance, who came over here with the ¥nglish party:?
he is to cash akove 4000 francs an the dirds sold to these visitors by
Pardenrie alone. Y prefer to quote a reasonable price to my custemer and
pay notaing to newspagermen. ‘

And Just to show you to what extend taose FEriglishmen Imew notiing
about birde, T may tell you that T exhtbited thres birds last week at
the Mtemational Show organized by Gigot himself, and ® win ¥st . and
oA, an? afourth prizes. .

Por the Excellency prize, there were two birds left for competitio
aad the umanimous opinion of all visitors is that my Lird won it, hut it
was glven to the other bErd, and when the Juries were asked why mine was
not selected as of right, they found as an excuse that his bresst-bone
was not stralght, which is absolutely untrue, but a¥l baskets were sealed
and nohody could make sure that they 414 not spefk the ¢truth.

e s



R. GURNAY (Suite)

e

® an.sending you o repor® of that Show by same mall, but never again
sha?®l T risk my birds in those exhibitions.

Re my Wealy, that bird has raced very succes**ulﬁy for Taur seasaons,
Por he started racing as a youngster, and has won Tnr me Detween ¥9 and
15000 frarcs each season. Yt really is a plty to make that bird a priso-
, Por he is absolutely magnificent beside teing an extra raser,

Tet, 1f you want it raa"v ? shall 1% you WAve 1t with his mate
for 556 hollqr% Tas T have cah‘n‘ you to-day. It is something a Jolly
sight bett~r that the bird lf"li h Curtis naid frs. 20000 ‘n Wast i m”ﬂ

which never 4id anything but a first prize TLimoges. ,

You always mention “j-Rq for races up to 600 miles., ¥ carrot say
anvtiaing that my strain is ideally Iitted for those races, as well as
for all others. short or Yong. Yet, what can T do more than tell you®

And if yo’ dn not Pelieve it vt am ¥ to do next®

™is Yaet seuson, our ‘anv race vas Angnu’8me, 3250 %ilYos, flown
a%ong with the Wrussels Nat fonaY rance. Witn seven hirds sent, ¥ win 4
Prizes here: Tst. Wth. P0th. Trth. #¥st. and 33rd.; ales six prizes Por
the Bwausels Tational.

®rom Limoges, at Bige, with two birds, first prize with ¥5 minutesd
advance.

At both races, D'Ardenne was nowhova.

$hat a pity that you should have Yost the Birds whicn you say:
were they paired to biv&« P1ving freely at vour place.? ®elaphone had
wn for me an 3th. prize at a National mace in Brussels.

™e tale told by *“"‘ Courtrad man is downright untrue. In fact it is

uit e *ﬁ« hant on the other_%sa, a8 now ne nme Hird can *aavo this

cavrf*y witaout a permit de¥vared by tHe WEddration Wationale Oolomb
-phile Qa‘ge When birds are to be exported, the nymer must uﬁmmuniuazw

o that Mdiration ¢the ring numbers which are checked, and when Shey
are shtidPled that the birds helone £o the applitant, they deliver an
export-permit mentlonning the ring_rumbers, which must be cheoked haforo
nuha*¥a+1on Yy the Cust-ma authorities. Mo rinp-loso bird cauld leave
thiq country, um¥ess 32 be smugcl¥ed out, but then for us It is not

rth a cent,

You will kind%y %et me know as seon as possible how many bLirés
vou Are gaing ta send me a$~nn excRange, 3n thas ! san take steps to
aen? you the same number along with the ewtra one promise® azainst the
ﬁ&‘”*‘”’ which vou ha® the Xindness to send me -ar‘v this vear,

A= o the 10t ¥ birds which T hald reserved fow you,this was 1
ac~orfance with the wishes which vou hafl expressed in your Yetter of
Pebruary T9th. when you sa%8 that you wished to have my surplus birds,

? thern £914 Shaw that this year fhay woul® Be going to the States.
and that hn would have to Ao without. Tt is & marvellous Yot, about 30
pairs, and T am sure Shaw will be 42¥ighted 'to have 1t after all,
a¥thouzgh he was not prepared to take them owing to my statement about it
. With rindest rezards an? a¥l geod wicshes for a happy and prosperouse
Yow Pear, and al? aueccesses with the birfds, BeV¥isve me, dear Nr. Porl,

Yours most sincoro*y

; /"

P.S. re ring’ose birfds, except in cases ascidentsl ‘1k- thit with ¥a
Pache, we constder al) those hirds without a ring as ata¥en. or some-
~thing of the kind...

Y18

A g TP e
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Mr, Lee M. FORD
My dear Friend, )

: I am duly in receipt of your letters up to
that of March 25th. ) :

- I shall answer same in full details within a few days, as I am very
busy Jjust now training my team of racers for the season beginning on
the first Sunday in May next, and will make the best of our beautiful
weather, of which we have an exceptionnal spell just now.

Re grains, I have ordered for you 300 kilos of tares amnd 100 kilos
of beans as I feed my birds on. You may safely keep them for two years
without any fear of doing {our birds the slightest harm,

I shall forward the bill when the costs have been paid.

Many tharnks also for your draft of frs. 160.- covering the share
of expenses re the Dardenne birds of your frieamd.

Re Curtis' adv, concerning the Bastin birds, it is all a shameless
lie, and I offer to challenge anyone for any illimited amount if it ecan
be proved that Bastin ever beat me these last I9 years. During that
unbroken number of years, I have been the undisputed champion of my

Club, y that is the Sport Colombophile. It
was rea reason 7 tin, one of the principal founders of my
club, retired from it and went to the Fédération Colombophile, where

he now is since several years. As it was an absolute rule here in
Verviers that no one co be a member of two clubs at once, I could
not go to his new club and beat him on the spot, but there is not the
slightest gquestion about %t that my club is the stronger of the two, by
far, and that Bastin left it to avoid my competition.

Now that rule has been reversed, since the end of last seasom,
and as we are now allowed to belong to the two clubs, I have taken my
members in his club too for this season, and we shall see where he
will be at the end of the races. :

Meanwhile, I am awaiting the paper the paper of which you promise to
send me a copy, and shall get in touch with the editor so as to correct
any of the inaccuracies Mr. Curtis may have tho fit to have printed

After all, it all is but advertisement, and one ought to laugh
at it all; opinion is that the birds themselves do the advertisement
better than their owners could ever do it, and mine have done enough
ug.to now to prove what they are made of . Af®er their records, what is
the use of paid adv.?

Yours most sincerely,

ANy K. § -
£ WA Als W WA
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Mr. Lee M, PORD

~lzeat Jalls

ma.r Sir ’

I beg to acknowkddge the receipt of your
letter of the ISth. ult. and I sent you a few days ago a picture of my
lofts, showing the d ition of same, and how the birds are being
u)a.utod for the application of systen.

By the way, I never received the copy of the paper in which Mr.
Curtis advertises his birds with some lies aboutr Bastin's performances.

I should very much like to receive same, as I intend to put things
right with that gentleman, not allowing to advertise, even in
your country, in a way detrimental to mys !;

I slso wonder what you have done h the way of putting things right
with the Heuvelman's affair ?

Now, concerning the pﬂauuu which you want me to let you have
with regards the flying of ’% uribirds in the widowhood system, , I
tell you anything more than I have told you already, but you ought not
to take any notice of what is being printed in the papers, not even in
our papers,

Mind that newspaper men have heard a “f bark somewhere, they do
not know where, nor how, nor why, but they will explain things to their
readers..... They of course want to make their respective papers as
interesting as pessible, but in short, they know nothing about the game
they try to explain. If they knew, they would be jolly careful not to
(;.V: the tip to anyone, but to hop it to themselves and make the most
o t.

If I were fool enough ta correct their statements, they would get
to know more than I intend themyto, but their writings do not affect me
in the least, and the more stupidities they mublish the better. So much
worse for thou who rely upon them,

_~1f , mated to your racers, thoro are a few hens which you value,
you ought , after breeding their first hatch with that cock-racermxx on
the widowhood system, to give them another mate in another loft, and to
the racers give them other hens which you do not like so much for the
rest of the season, providing they are in a fit state to%attract® their
mate when he is allowed t0o see them,

Thus vour good hens will be kept mated for the season, and beside
your racers will have a hen which will answer the pumpose of ¥ warming
them up® when needed for the races and after they come home from the
races too,

Quite naturally., the hens kept alone without males will mate
together after a time, but in ordger to avoid that as much as possible,
do not feed them too much. I say as much as possible, for it is impossi-
~ble to prevent it altogether.

—TUp to now, I have competfed in four races ( two Sundays ) and in the
four cases I have pocketed all the money. On the first Sunday, I win 7
prizes, mong wiich 2nd. and 8th. along with some 7000 francs.




. GURNAY (Suite)

———

0f Sunday last, I score I0 prizes with I7 birds competing in I500
competitors, at 200 miles distance.

My prizes are: 3, 4, 6, 7, I3, I8 , 33, 36, 45 and I35th.

There were 6 prizes in the big pools, which I win, every one of &

them, thus cashing some IO000 francs.
To-day, I am sending IO birds for next Sunday's race, 250 miles,

and have much hope of a big success again,
For your guidance, Bastin and Dardemne are nowhere, yet they had

heavily staked their birds on both occasions.
Yours most sincerely,

A 4 'f’f';g;_
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Dear Mr. Ford,

T am duly in receipt of your kind letter
dated April 30., but up to now, I have nct received the paper with the
Curtis advert. which you told me previously you were sending on.

T should like to have it as soon as possible, also to know what has
beecn done in the Heuvelmans' affair, both these things badly wanting
being settled without any further delay.

Here is the way how ewnclly I feed my racers during the racing
season. Take as an exemple a loft containing I0 racers.

In all, 30 grammes ( that is just above an ounce) per day amnd per
head, half of it after the morning, and the other half after the evening
exercise.

To start with, that flight over the loft should be 20 minutes, the
the next day 30, then 40 and so on until you reache® 60 minutes both
morning and evening. :

You then let the birds drop in the loft and you scatter on the floor
( which has been well cleaned ) some 50 grammes of tares and P25 grammes
of peas. Of course, the loft being shut, so as to prevent the birds
flying out again, you wait until they have picked up everything of that
75 grammes of food, which makes half of their meal.

Then you take the other half of the meal, cunsist}ng of 75 other
grammes made up with 50% hemp, 25% red rape seed and 25% canary aeed:
and you put a tenth of that ration into each nest-box, geing about T
grammes . to each bird. :

Thus you come to I50 grammes for each meal, or 300 grammes per day
for I0 birds. ~ _

As you see, you have indeed two mixtures to get ready, that of peas
and tares as the firsk hedping on the floor, and the other of hemp, rape
and canary seed gimen out individually in the nest-boxes, but only after
the first helping has been cleared away.

About the middle of the racing season, when the best races are on,
and so as to excite the birds still more, you alter the mixture of small
grains above by adding some yoke of eggs and a spoonful of honey along
with crumps of ticasted bread. You make up all that into a mixture which
you dry up either in the sun, or indoors when weather 1= bad.

Tor the mnult, the chipped beef which you mention is all right,
ground, of course. Brimstone is sulfur powdered, nothing else.

That system of feeding you should start about a fortnight before
your first training toss.( 4 wudie /o

Tt would be better not to have anything in the loft to perch on.
®ach bird ought to have but its nest-box, the front of which is a
plank that may serve to shut it in the boxX. Hewwik o dwing of A wesh-boras -

I am sorry I overlooked my promise to send you some photos of my
birds after the Leeds show. Just now, I have no copies left , but I shal
aske® for some to be printed and will send them on to you with pleasure.

Last Sunday, that is the IOth. inst. in another disastrous weather
rain and fog, I again score second prize and all pools. T lost the first
price not being ready, thinking the birds would come later in the day .

Yours very sincerely, _/Lﬁﬁwjg?’
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» TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS
R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS VERVIERS, Le 26th. January 2925

VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Mr. Lee M. yORD Breat ¥olls

Pear Sir, ]

: T-beg to acknowledge the receipt of your

tetters, the last of vhich dated H§th. inst. congaining a draft for

Pre. 3940.- value of 200 dodlars In settlement of the second pairs of
r. D'Ardenne's birds for your-¥riend.

T have to-day paid a visit to Wr. B*Ardenne in order to make the
selection of the Hirde, and ¥ must say at once that this has been done
with your friend's intesest in view.

Park  TOTHEUMNTION has this year won a first prize at ™S5 miles - Wen
Cheqrﬁ.;gzhﬁﬂz—n*' is a son o? his good bird named the Anpnu!éme+ Onklk
R 9809-2993  off his famous bird cdlle? hie Leluron * Wen
Pue ?07!185%!92?;' Ren o @_'s“
You may rest convinced that Wr. D'Ardense did not like io part

with those birfe, for he 414 rot think at first that it would be my chol

To my mird, they are the very bYest that could have been ze®ectad fro
hi= 10+, an@ T very much doubt that anyone else could have obtained tha
from him. 5y :

A= T just hear that the liner sails on the 28th. inst. T shall
consign the birds to Messrs. A.D, Boone & Co. as dlrected by your last
1at40p, and T shall wire you th-mo¥row the name of the ship an® the date
of her sailing, so that you may wam Wr, Hagedron tn axpect the consign-
~-nmént . ; . R %

; As to myself, ¥ an sendinrg you at the same time a mognificent
eheqred, cook:-%23392-9T in acknnwledgement of your magnificent portrait
of Bn Mou. This bird is son of the dird which has won the Wxcelleney
Prize at all Shows, incYuding the Ttemational Show held at Brassels
Yast month. As you like the leng distance fYyers, you will thus have the
very tvpe you want, for last year he won'the Tth, prize at the Nat ional
Race Bordeaux, 500 miles. We is & superd racer with one fault, that is
that, oven after having owt'®rém 5 aim. t111 & p.m. he is guite willin
to spend a quarter or half an+hour flying over the lnft Vvefore trapping,
thus letiting prizes go to other birfs coming later than him.

Tt exchange of the birds walech you intend sendlug me, T am sendin
you & young blue Y073242-2%, son of the nest-mate of Pavori, which is
kept for breeding purposes,

And as T have noticed several times that you wére: very XKaen on
®ricoux? birfds, ¥ take this opportunity of letting you have a late hred
voung red T34Y7ETM which T have had this way.

®r. Brieoux is an intimate friend of Wr. L. Praigneux, a Tifge
Pindier, julze at.the Commercisl Court of Yifge, who also is a great
friend of mine. Past vear, T let him have the father of the cheqrd,
bird which ® send you this time, in order tn.breed a palr o® youngsters
62® him. MWMs 107t is composed of all first class Bricsux, an? in Welmn

_lagment of my loan of that breeder, he sent me a pair 5? late_Yhred

®rdnoux of his Breeding, of which ¥ keep one ard sen? you the other

? 4o not think ? coull 4o any better to please you, a= you have s5
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R. GURNAY (Suite)

e

often enquired about that strain.
You may, if vyou Yike, enquire tn M. L. Praigneux
3. Rue Pouffet
B g B B
and moke sure that wvhat T ¢e¥) you about the origin of that red Bird is
the +truth.

Yow, if vou have sent me ¢wo pairs of youngsters, ¥ shm?®l owe you
one pair, anf in that ease ¥ suggest to» breed you ore ine pal» this nest
spring, and you might if you Y1%e send me your own'rings which ¥ should
then nut on to them,

? 2rust a%l this will satisfy you to the full, and T shall ve z%ad
to heay Prom you a® spon as poss ble after you have received the virds.

Re pedigrees, ¥ have not rec»ived your dlanks, which you saild you were
encloeing in your last letter, 8nd if you will kirnddv forward them, ¥
shall have them filled in and réturned at once.

Now, as t6 being my represemtative in the States, ¥ shoulf like %o
know definit=3y whether you would like to take care of my intarvest on
the Aperican market, or not, as ¥ ought to take steps 1n that direction,
and the sooner you let me now definitely your intentions the better.

Re Heuvelmans:

I am surelq'not going to apologize to that fellow, who seems to
be as disreputable as possible, whatever his private opinion about his
obscure self may te. "

All his humbug about having told but four persons about the rumours
he had "heard" is sheer lie, and he adds another lie tc ** when he says
that it was all attridutable to another fancier of this town with a name
sounding much like mine.

Bven if he has spoken to four people anly, 1t is no doubt that it
nas become 2 saowball and thet it has done untold harm to my reputation
and that of my strain . ;

Consequently, I would ask you not only to have a full correction
published in the Yancy press, dbut I would Xkm like same accompanied by
the publication of the ¥édératbon Colombophile Belge's certificate, of
which you have a copy. This was issued at the personal request of that
man Jeuvelmans, and thus he cannot complain at seeing it published. Why
should it be kept to himself aleone, when he did not keep the so-called
ramours to himself also, at leas¥ bLefore .making sure that they were well
founded, had such been the case.

Of course, I TAKE FULY. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANYTHING WHICH YOU WILYL
HAVE PUBZISH!é, and I am the man to squage up accounts with Heuvelmans
if he be not pleased with the way I defend my honour. I did not reply
to his letter because I deem him beneath contempt, as, as soon as he had
those certificates which he required before correcting his statements,
he backed out of his promise to correct fully, and simpdly wanted to
writa to those Four people { and what kns he written, w2 do not Ymow)

Y shall thus rely upon you to have that gase cleared fully with-ut
any further delay, and beg ryou ta accept my best thanks for same.

With ny best wisles for the next racing season, and all kindest

re da, believe me <

- : Dear Mr. Ford,

Yours most sincerely,

P.S. The so-called official pedigrses waich he 7/,
mentions in his letter are merely export-peraits /L
issued by our War Department& which contrcls the
Pilimation Gnlonbaphile Belge. What is he boasting about?
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Mr, Lee M. FORD

I ve Iuhoﬂcmm seipt of

and Beb ,hu.-azf'a.‘ruﬁ"
must pardon longde

rees -th.yourm

the of Fmunce and has

for the four birds received

ﬂ’ cﬂ&&“mhﬂu
in the basket that however he has able %0 reach Verviers

.nn.l.-uz the forwarding agent has to the basket and
place a separat . 80 as to keep him alen -mm": r's reach.

5217 alse _ y While 5361
is the best in respeot. 523 is all s but as a general
rule they have the feathers - was that you would

have obtained better birds 6ff those which you have received from me.
” -

:
{4+
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g
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2
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For your matings, as far as possible, always pair a dark coloured
bird with a lighter coloured ( fo
ddeal to mind ). :
Thus, the Bordeaux bird which you now have u.wtm. yet
his eyes ought to be a shade darker; you should , %
hen if possible with dark chestnut eyes; any hem will do

5
:
2
&
®
2
]
)

_ of a

I have always considered very good d, end h will give you

numwumnms.m..&mmnt

should there be a few points which you do mot understand, I am at your

(:nnl for adding special explanatioms, for I
you. {

no
About the widowhood system, I have fully explained the matter to
you in former letters, and the disposition of your loft-rooms as
sketched is quite good. leaving ar. 5 for your gruu-y As said, you
exercise your cocks for an hour both mo and evening, and feed
them after their n.rm. twice a day -1{ er their moming practice
ou shut them in, bl down, and all the other birds free until
p.m. when you get them all in for good, before flying your racers.

:
s
3
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You are thus sure to obtain the greatest spped in the races, and you
will also be very careful, as soon a&s your racers come back either
tmtmc»ma‘fm-.ummmmnuhm
nest on arrival, and allow them together for half-an-hour.

As you may have some extra hens that would do well in the races,
they should be mated to the breeders, and raced when they are sitting
or when they have youngsters some 5 to I2 days old.

utwm:n.nmtutmwmmmereau. I an
also sen both Dardenne and my own es,

Re Heu I had already him to correct state-

-ments tmtﬂ-m-..mtmummm not to do.
ting that matter right

on which on no account I
will sell in ¢ country. There are here a ngmber of umscroupulous
people living at the expenses of fools who ha to believe in what
they or write in the papers, Many have sold or offered on sale
Gurnay birds, and who never had set eyes on my loft nor had ever seen
a bird of mine or of my strain., It 4s a pity, but such is the world.

Re your letter of the I8th. inst. I am glad that you are phkeasded
with the Bordesux bird, and surely vou will have seen that my strain
is different to the others. As you may well imagine, I always have
r e calling to see my birds, and their impression, imvariably, is

hat they are in the Pigeons' paradise, as much for beauty as for

without any engagement whatever, As you kmow, I always have, at the
L ]

el

fitness in respects,
Re Mr. s I am anything but a writer, and however much I
would like to him, I feel absolutely umable to sets down to

write enything in the way of an artiele for his book. I am sending
you the proof of a book written by a friend of mimne , which may
probably help Mr, Paget, and sh there be details which he
might like to name for er uv::l.:tt. I shall be delighted to
give him all details s 80 he might tum them into a
proper article for his book. 3

wm. Just before closing the office, your letter of the
24t h, ‘me , and I am awfully sorry to hear that Mr. Conrad is
not pleased with the Dardenne birds. :

But however much I would like to help your friend, I feel that
1 cannot mention his proposals to Mr. D'Ardenne; this is absolutely
too delicate & matter for me to deal with, I have done my best for
you when I went selecting those four birds in the lot placed for that
purpose at my disposal by Mr. Dardenne, and what would he think if I

were to go to him now and propose such a ba to him ?
If such a thing ha ed to me, there d be no hesitation
whatever: my birds come back and the money returned in full,

but here I must even ignore that you have proposed that bargain to
me for trensmission to Dardenne. As I kmow him, he would be certain
that I gave bad informations regard his birds, and I cannot afford
a feud with any fancier here, least all for someone who delibera-
.tol.z.:m his birds without ever asking me opinion. You see
how nutobo-mﬂun‘g?mhu ers; I did it Jjust
for you, for fear of hurting veu refused and lest you should
have thought that I feardd the competition of his birds. Now there
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we ave, apd nobody seems to be pleasdd. However, I cannot broek the

sub jeet with Dardenue, vour friend ought to write direct, if at
all possible in French. M‘# find some excuse, such as am
ien compels him to go and settle

unexpected change in his pos
abroad, and possibly Da would accept his proposal,

I had no profit whatever on the bargain, and when I settled with
him the amount of Frs.7890.-that was in a café, and I was even left
to pay for the drinks. This copfidentially,of course.

With regards to My Mealy, I must say that the price asked for is
no consideration, for even & high price has never induced me to do
away with a bird I like. Now, there are but =ix weeks before we start
our races, all ﬁim are mated and sitting on about 8 days,
end I ha e my strict necessary number for season: 48
pairs with 36 racers: I8 under two years, and I8 of two or more
years of uo. This is very little indeed forall the races wich we hawe
to compete in.

I had offered that bird last year before my selection, as an
extra bar y and nothing wmtoward hsro to him, you will see
that he will bring me¢ in a lot more than “!.moquculum.

Thus, I feel unable to part with him at Junecture, and by next
fall, T shall let you mow if I have aspecial bargain to orfer.

With all kindest regards and good wishes for the coming season,
beliey me, dear Mr. Ford,

Yours very sincerely,

g *
I ("LL-




